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After spending a number of years working in the 
pastoral regions of northern South Australia and 
back-packing overseas, John was accepted into 
Oenology at Adelaide University as a mature age 
student. He was convinced early on in his university 
days to make the move from Oenology to Viticulture. 
“In hindsight it was the correct decision. I felt more at 
home out in a vineyard than in the confines of the 
winery.”

For John, true passion lies in the vineyard and 
working with the earth. The key he feels to making 
fine wine is all about understanding the estate’s 
geological heritage and working with it and the 
surrounding environs. This, John believes, ultimately 
means the difference between good vines and truly 
great vines.

Teamwork and a dynamic approach to winemaking is 
key. Mitchelton winemaker Ben Haines and John’s 
interaction focuses on exploring innovative ways in 
the vineyard and winery, to push quality boundaries.

“In a sense, we see ourselves as custodians of the 
Mitchelton vineyards, constantly endeavouring to 
express its distinctive and defining attributes through 
our wines. Coaxing the best from the vines is 
achievable only through developing a true 
understanding of the estate and respectfully and 
harmoniously working with the environment.”
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